Press Release on Referendum on Institutional Autonomy

The Referendum on Institutional Autonomy, organized by staff unions and concern group of 8 universities and supported by
Hong Kong University Public Opinion Programme (“HKUPOP”), was finally closed in the evening of 23 March with vote
counting completed today. Among the 4,520 votes casted, those who support the motion of “To abolish the powers of the Chief
Executive in appointing members to the Council” amount to 4,157, representing 92% of the vote casted. Those who support the
motion of “To increase the ratio of elected members of academic/teaching and administrative/supporting staff, postgraduate and
undergraduate students in the Council” amount to 4,285, representing 95% of the vote casted.
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Motion 1. To abolish the powers of the Chief Executive in appointing members to the Council.
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e-voting system, 2 of which are similar to the motions of this project, so the results are included in the overall vote counts of this project.
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Motion 2. To increase the ratio of elected members of academic/teaching and administrative/supporting staff, postgraduate and
undergraduate students in the Council.
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The above-mentioned results show that more than 90% of the 4,520 staff participating in the referendum is in favour of the two
motions. This reflect the over-whelming and near-unanimous support among the staff working in different universities to abolish
the powers of the Chief Executive in appointing members to the Council as well as to increase the ratio of elected members of
academic/teaching and administrative/supporting staff, postgraduate and undergraduate students in the Council

Since this is the first time to hold cross-institutional referendum in tertiary educational sector of Hong Kong, it is difficult to
establish comparison in view of lack of precedence. We shall continue our close communication and cooperation with other
stakeholders of different institutions and propose more detailed reform directions on governance structure based on the results of
this referendum. We are hopeful that the university administration and the Legislative Council can adopt policies in compliance
with the opinions of the stakeholders of different institutions.

We are thankful for the support from HKUPOP. This referendum is not meant to replace any opinion-gathering channels of the
existing organizations in different universities but rather a new credible and effective platform to aggregate opinions of their
stakeholders on important issues.

We shall arrange a press conference on or after 29 March (Tuesday) (details to be announced later) to respond any queries on this
referendum.
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